




Rl:CElVED 
. JEFFERSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE . 

BOARD 'OF COMMISSIONERS 
NOV 17 ZOlS 

.. 

RESOLUTION 2015-39 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION REGARDING LOCAL 
DETERMINATIO:N:OF BROADBAND AND INTERNET SERVICES 

WHEREAS, as the utility ofthe 21st century, universal availability of affordable high speed 
fiber optic broadband services for all citizens has been identified as a national priority; and 

WHEREAS, high speed fiber optic services are a modern necessity that is essential for future 
economic development, education, public health and safety, agribusiness growth, and quality Qf 
life; and 

WHEREAS, affordable to fiber optic broadband ·services allows businesses to 
compete locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally in today's emerging lmowledge-based 
global economy; and 

WHEREAS, whether through public or private investment, a local community is best 
equipped to decide how to meet its needs in regards to essential infrastructure and services; and · 

WHEREAS, historically, local governments have ensured access to . es.sential services by 
banding together to provide those services that were not offered by the private sector .or the · 
services offered did not meet the needs of the community; and 

WHEREAS, local governments should have as many options as possible when they decide 
how to meet their communities' essentia:J infrastructme and utility needs; and 

WHEREAS, municipal electric utilities that offer fiber optic services provide an option for 
market competition, consumer choice, economic and universal, affordable Internet 
access; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee's municipal electric providers have had the statutory authority to 
offer :fiber optic services ,;vithin their electric service teffito1y since 1999; ai1d 

WHEREAS, Tennessee's municipal electric utilities that have deployed fiber optic networks 
have brought some of the fastest broadband services in the world to areas that did not have 
adequate access to high speed broadband Internet services; and 

WHEREAS, should a local govenm1ent and community decide it is needed, municipal 
electric providers can provide essential fiber optic services that expand nccess and promote 
economic development, increased educational opportunities, · regional and ·· global 
competitiveness, telemedicine, telework, and better quality of life; and 
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\VHEREAS~ .withnmniCipal electric:; utllitl.es .bemg limfre(l .to o.fforing -fiber optiC sernces 
only to their electric service territories; local goverillp.ents are severely restricted in their op.tions . 
:for providing high speed fiber optic broadb?D.d ser'Vices when incumbent providers are ·providing 
inadequate service; and 

WHEREAS, the current· statutory limitation that restricts municipal .electric utilifi.es ·to 
providing fiber Optic .·broadband services Within their elecfric service territory .can prevent a vital . 
and essential service from being available to local citizens · based solely on which electricity 
provider serves their home or business; and 

WHEREAS, if the cmTent statutory limitation that restricts municipal electric utilities that 
provide fiber optic services to their electric service territory were removed, local governments 
and their utilities would have more options as they decide how to best meet their communities' 
need for access to high speed broadband Internet; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOINED -by the Board of ·Commissioners of Jefferson 
County, Tennessee, meeting in session on ·the 16th day of November 2015, in Dandridge, 
Tennessee, as follows: 

SECTION 1. That the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee; affirms that 
local governn1ents, potentially through therr public utilities, should be able to decide locally how 
essential services should be offered and how to meet critical infrastructure needs. 

SECTION 2. That the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, affirms that 
the local elected leadership and their local utilities are best equipped to decide how essential 
infrastructure and vital services should be offered to citizens, ratepayers, residents, and 
businesses in their counties. 

SECTION 3. That the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, requests the 
statewide delegation to the Tennessee General Assembly support legislation to allow iocal 
communities and their municipal electric providers to decide locally what is best in regards to the . 
broadband sen1ices offered to its citizens by removing the current statutory limitation that 
. • • . J .• ~ . J • • - · · · •• • . • , 1 •• ,., • • • ., ,., •• • .. ~, _ _ r-... . .• .. ..... .. • • 
1c;:;u1cL:s 111uu1L:1pa.1 c1cL:tnc uu11ue::; aouuy LO provme noer opnc oroaaoana services to ns 
electric service territory. 

SECTION 4. That upon approval of this resolution and its signing, the Board of 
Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, directs the County Clerk' s Office to mail a copy 
of this resolution to Jefferson County's State Representatives and State Senators. 

SECTION 5. That this resolution shall take effect upon passage, the public welfare requiring 
it 
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Resolution 201'5~39 

Date of Adoption by County Commission: . //- /G ··-;<O /S- RE.CE\V,EO .· 
NOV l '7 2015 

Date Received by County Mayor: rY~ w •. . . . ~ . ·- ·~~-~~-- .... 

·v(.·;;fc1:: vcrrE wJTl~f 1\Jo 6PPD:s iT!of.J . 

Votes: OJ../ c~ 

Approved: 

Attest: 

Approved: 

Vetoed : 

Veto 
Override 
Votes: 

Veto 
Override: 

Yes 

Alan Palmieri, County Mayor 

Yes No 

James E. Carmichael, County Commission Chairman 

0 
Abstain 

JI/;& /cJD IS. 

Date: 1/--17-!S-

DMP.: 

Abstain 

Date: 
--~~---
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